Viruses
Virus Definition
· a non-cellular, lifeless particle
· not classified in any of the Kingdoms
· cannot make it’s own energy
· unable to reproduce unless it invades a living cell
· there are 165 groups of viruses
· one group called the bacteriophages, attack bacteria and they have been studied by scientists to assist in our understanding of viruses

Virus Description
· viruses are made up of two parts:

A. Genetic material which is either DNA or RNA

B. Capsid which is a protective protein coat

· viruses range in size from 10 nm to    400 nm

· examples include:

· Foot and mouth virus.....10 nm
· Influenza virus............... 115 nm

· Small pox virus.............. 250 nm

· viruses take on many different shapes

